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Th e'sis. n.f. [ thefe, Fr. S'anj.] A pofition ; fomcthing laid 
down ; affirmatively or negatively. 

The truth of what you here lay down, 

By fome example fhould be (hewn. 

An honeft, but a fimple pair. 

May ferve to make this thefts clear. Prior. 

The'smothete. n.f. [ thefnothete , Fr. 9 wjt*o 3 jTr]C; S-to-^or 
and riS’njtii.] A lawgiver. 

Thb'urgy. n.f. [ 3 -iitp^i'*.] The power of doing fupernatural 
things by lawful means, as by prayer to God. Bailey. 

THEW. n.f. [fceap, Saxon.] 

1. Quality; manners; cuftoms; habit of life; form of beha¬ 
viour. 

Home report thefe happy news. 

For well yee worthy been for worth and gentle thewes. 

Fairy Q'turn, b. i. 

From mother’s pap I taken was unfit. 

And (freight deliver’d to a fairy knight. 

To be upbrought in gentle themes and martial might. 

Fairy ^ueen, b. i. 

2. In Skakefpeare it feems to fignify brawn, or bulk, from the 
Saxon "Scop, the thigh , or fome fuch meaning. 

Nature crefcent does not grow alone 
In thews and bulk ; but, as this temple waxes. 

The inward fcrvice of the mind and foul 
Grows wide withal. Shakefpearfs Hamlet. 

Will you tell me, mailer Shallow, how to chufc a man ? 
Care I for the limbs, the thewes , the ftature, bulk and big 
femblance of a man ? give me the fpirit, mailer Shallow. 

Skakefpeare's Henry IV. 
The'wed. adj. [from thew.] Educated; habituated; accul- 
tomed. 

But he was wife and wary of her will. 

And ever held his hand upon his heart; 

Yet would not feem fo rude, and thewed in ill. 

As to defpife fo courteous feeming part. Fairy Qu- b. ii. 
They. n.f. in the oblique cafe them, the plural of he or Jhe. 
[SSi, Saxon.] 

I. The men ; the women ; the perfons. 

They are in a mod warlike preparation. Shak. Coriolanus. 

Why do you keep alone ? 

Of forrieft fancies your companions making, 

Ufing thofe thoughts, which Ihould indeed have died 
With them they think on. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

The Spaniard 

Mull now confefs, if they have any goodnefs, 

The trial juft and noble. Skakefpeare. 

They eat on beds of filk and gold, 

At ivory tables, or wood fold 

Dearer than it. Penj. Johnfon's Cataline. 

They know 

To joy the friend and grapple with the foe. Prior. 

2. Thofe men ; thofe women : oppofed to fome others. 

Only they , 

That come to hear a merry play. 

Will be deceiv’d. Shakefp. 7 /twry VII . 

’Tis remarkable, that they , 

Talk moll who have the lcaft to fay. P> tor- 

3. It is uled indefinitely ; as the French on dit. 

There, as they fay, perpetual night is found 
In filence brooding on th’ unhappy ground. Dryden. 

Thi'ble. n.f. A flice ; a feummer ; a fpatula. Ainf. 

THICK, aelj. piece, Saxon; dicky Dutch; dyck, Danilh; 
thickur, Iliandick.J 

1. Not thin. 

2. Denfe; not rare; grofs; crafs. 

God caufed the wind to blow, to dry up the abundant 
(lime of the earth, make the land more firm, and cleanfe the 
air of thick vapours and unwholefome mifts. Raleigh. 

To warm milk pour fpirit of nitre \ the milk prcfently 
after will become thicker than it was. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 
3 Not clear; not tranfparcnt; muddy ; feculent. 

Why haft thou loft the frrfh blood in thy cheeks. 

And given my treafures and my rights of thee, 

To thick cy’d mufing and curs’d melancholy r Shakefp. 


A fermentation makes all the wine in the veflel thick or 
foul; but when that is paft, it grows clear of itfelf. Temple. 
Encumber’d in the mud, their oars divide 
With heavy ftroaks the thick unwieldy tide. Addfon. 

a. Great in circumference ; not {lender. • 

My little finger fliall be thicker than his loins. 1 Kings xu. 
Thou art waxen fat; thou art grown thick , covered with 
fatnefs. Deut. xxxii. 15. 

e. Frequent; in quick fucceffion ; with little intermiffion. 

They charged the defendants w'ith their fmall {hot and 
Turky arrows as thick as hail. ■ _ Knolles. 

Favours came thick upon him, liker main fhowers than 
fprinkling drops or dews; for the next St. George’s day he 
was knighted, made gentleman of the king’s bed-chamber, 
and an annual penfion given him. IVotton. 

This bein' 1 once a week, came too thick and too often 

about. 
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His pills as thick as handgranado’s flew, 

And where they fell as certainly they flew. 

6. Clofe ; not divided by much fpace; crowded. 

It brought them to a hollow cave. 

Amid the thickejl woods. Fairy Du y • 

The people were gathered thick together. Luke xi in' 
Not thicker billows beat the Libyan main, * ' 

Nor thicker harvefts on rich Hermus rife. 

Than Hand thefe troops. Dryden's JEn 

He fought fecure of fortune as of fame; 

Still by new maps the ifland might he {hewn : 

Conquefts he ftrew’d where’er he came. 

Thick as the galaxy with ftars is fown. Dryden 

Objects of pain or plcafure do not lie thick enough toee- 
ther in life to keep the foul in conftant action. AJdifm 

7. Not cafily pervious; fet with things clofe to each other. 

He through a little window caft his fight. 

Though thick of bars that gave a fcanty light. Dryden. 
The fpeedy horfe 

Watch each entrance of the winding wood. 

Black was the foreft, thick with beech it flood. Dryden. 

Next the proud palace of Salerno flood 
A mount of rough afeent, and thick with wood. Dryden. 
Bring it near fome thick- headed tree. Mortimer. 

8. Coarfe; not thin. 

It tafteth a little of the wax, which in a pomegranate, or 
fome fuch thick- coated fruit, it would not. Bonn. 

Thick-\caved weeds amongft the grafs will need more dry¬ 
ing than ordinary grafs. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

9. Without proper intervals of articulation. 

Speaking thick, which nature made his blemifli, 

Became the accents of the valiant. 

To feem like him. Shakefp. HenryIV. 

Thick, n. f. [from the adje&ive.] 

1. The thickeft part or time when any thing is thickeft. 

Achimctes having with a mine fuddenly blown up a great 
part of the wall of the Spanifh ftation, in the thick of the 
duft and fmoak prefently entered his men. Knolles. 

2 . Thick and thin. Whatever is in the way. 

Through perils both of wind and limb. 

Through thick and thin {lie followed him. Hudibras. 

When firft the down appears upon his chin, 

For a fmall fum to fwear through thick and thin. Dryden: 
Thick, adv. [It is not always eafy to diftinguifli the adverb 
from the adjective.] 

1. Frequently; fall. 

’Tis fome difaftcr. 

Or elfc he would not fend fo thick. Denham's Sophy, 

I hear the trampling of thick beating feet; 

This way they move. Dryden's Don Sebajlian. 

2 . Clofely. j 

The neighb’ring plain with arms is cover’d o’er; 

The vale an iron harveft feems to yield. 

Of thick fprung lances in a waving field. Dryaen 

A little plat of ground thick fown, is better than a great 
field which lies fallow. Norris's Mijcel. 

3. To a great depth. 

If you apply it thick fpread, it will eat to the bone. Irijem, 
Cato has piercing eyes, and will difeern 
Our frauds, unlefs they’re cover’d thick with art. Addy.r.. 
a. Thick and threefold. In quick fucceffion; in great numbers. 
They came thick and threefold for a time, till one expe¬ 
rienced ftager difeovered the plot. L Ef ranges a*. 

To Thi'cken. v. a. [from thick.] 

1. To make thick. 

2. To make clofe; to fill up interftices. _ . .. . 

Waters evaporated and mounted up into the air, n 

and cool it. Woodward's Nat. Ejl 

3. To condenfe ; to concrete. , 

The white of an egg gradually diflolves by heat, e 

ing a little the heat of a human body; a greater e S?j. 

heat will thicken it into a white, dark-coloured, dr y» 
inafs Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

а. To {Lengthen ; to confirm. 

’Tis a flirewd doubt, though it be but a dream, 

And this may help to thicken other proofs, , „ 

That do demonftrate thinly. Shakefp. WW 

5. To make frequent. 

б. To make clofe or numerous. 

To Thi'cken. v.n. 

1. To grow thick. 

2 . To grow denfe or muddy. 

Thy luftre thickens rUbatri- 

When he Ihines by. Sh.l./f. Ant. at 

3. To concrete ; to be confolidated. 

Water ftopt gives birth Prist- 

To grafs and plants, and thickens into earth. 

4. To grow clofe or numerous. 

The prefs of people thickens to the court, jpqjen. 

Th’ impatient crowd devouring the report. ho w 

He faw the crowd thickening , and deiired • 

many there were. 5. lb 
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5 - T ° ?° h " combit thhhm, like the dorm that Hies 

k " M * ° f 

T trees; a clofe wood or copfe. 

1 I drew you hither, „ 

r?t^T“he H^l had fortified with MM ,. and 
every Ml, and briar reed and tree, 

im ° °" e flee,. 

Of echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard 
Cceleftial voices, to the midnight air, 

Sole, or refponfive, each to other s note, 

Singing their great Creatoi . .... r , 

% brothers ftept to the next thicket fide Milton. 

To bring me berries. 

Now Leda’s twins 

Their trembling lances brandifh’d at the foe ; 

Nor had they mifs’d, but he to thickets fled, 

Conceal’d from aiming fpears, not pervious to the 

I’ve known young Juba rife before the fun. 

To beat the thicket where the tyger flept, 

Or feek the lion in his dreadful haunts. Addfon s Cato. 
Thi'ckly. adv. [from thick.] Deeply; to a great quantity. 
Mending cracked receivers, having thickly overlaid them 
with diachylon, we could not perceive leaks. tsoyie. 

Thi'ckness. n. f. [from thick.] 
j. The (late of being thick ; denfity. 

2. Quantity of matter interpofed; fpace taken up by mattci 

int In P ffie darkened room, againft the hole at which the light 
entered, I could cafily fee through the whole thicknefs of my 
hand the motions of a body placed beyond it. Doyle. 

3. Quantity laid on quantity to fome confiderablc depth. 

Poll a tree, and cover it fome thicknefs with clay on the 
top, and fee what it will put forth. Bacon s A at. Hijt. 

4. Confiftence ; groffnefs ; not rarenefs ; fpiffitude 

Nitre mingled with water to the thicknefs of honey, and 
anointed on the bud after the vine is cut, it will fprout 
f ort h_ ' Bacon s Nat. Hi//. N . 444. 

Difeafes imagined to come from the thicknefs of blood, 
come often from the contrary caufe. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

c. Impervioufnefs j clofenefs. , 

The banks of the river and the thicknefs of the (hades drew 
into them all the birds of the country. Addfon. 

6. Want of fliarpnefs ; want of quicknefs. 

A perfon found in himfelf, being at fome times fubject to 
a thicknefs of hearing, the like effect. Holder. 

What you write is printed in large letters ; otherwile be¬ 
tween the weaknefs of my eyes and thicknefs of hearing, I 
{hould lofe the greateft plcafure. Swift. 

Thi'ck-sculled. adj. Dull; ftupid. 

Pleas’d to hear their thick-full'd judges cry, 

Well mov’d ! oh finely faid ! _ Dryden. 

This downright fighting fool, this thick full d hero. 

This blunt unthinking inftrument of death. 

With plain dull virtue has outgone my wit. Dryden. 

Thi ckset, adj. [thick and fet.] Clofe planted. 

His eye-halls glare with fire, fuftiis’d with blood. 

His neck (hoots up a thiekfet thorny wood ; 

His bridled back a trench impal’d appears, 

And ftands ere£ted, like a field of fpears. Dryden. 

The world is fo thiekfet with the numerous produftions of 
the creatures, that befides the apparent beauty of things view¬ 
ed by all, there are thofe fecret graces in every part of na¬ 
ture, which fome few alone have the (kill to difeern. Gretu. 
Thi'ckskin. n.f [thick and /kin.] A coarfe grofs man; a 
numfkul. 

The {hallow’d thief in of that barren fort. 

Who Pyramus prefented in their fport, 

Forfook his feene and enter’d in a brake. Shakcfpcare. 
THIEF, n.f. [thiubs, Gothick; Seif, Saxon; dief, Dutch. 
It was anciently written thicof, and fo appearcth to have been 
of two fyllables ; thie was wont to be taken for thrift, fo 
that thie of is he that takes of or from a man his thie, that is, 
his thrift or means whereby he thrives. ] 

I. One who takes what belongs to another: the thief fteals by 
fecrecy, and the robber by violence; but thefe fenfes are con¬ 
founded. 

Take heed, have open eye ; for thieves do foot by night. 

Shakefp core. 

This he faid bccaufe he was a thief, and had the bag. John. 

Can you think I owe a thief my life, 

Becaufe he took it not by lawlefs force ? 
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Am I obliged by that t affift his rapines, 

And to maintain his murders r 
2 An excrefcence in the (huff of a candle. 

Their burning lamps the ftorm enlumg fliow, 

Th’ oil fparkles, thieves about the fnuff do grow. Ma . 

~ rr VV atcher 1 i [thief and catch.] j One whofe bu- 
Tt^.pIder \nj\ [thief and lead.] [ finefs is to de- 
J •'{[<«./and Miv.J J tea thieves, 

an Aw"ff paffid bwere dr.g 

to execution. . , _ r , J 

My ev’nings all I would with (harpers fpend, 

And make the thief-catcher my bofom friend. f 
To Thieve, v.n. [from thief] Tofteal; to pratSti c 
Thi'every. n.f. [from thieve.] 

1. The pradice of dealing. 

Ne how to fcape great pun.fhmenC and {hame, 

For their falfe treafon and vile thievery. "r / f ( 

Mafler, be one of them ; ’tis an honooraMf^^ 

Do villainy, do, fincc you profefs to do t. 

Like workmen ; I’ll example you with thievery. Shakejp. 

He makes it a help unto thievery-, for thieves having a de- 
ficn upon a houfe, make a fire at the four corners thereof, 
and caft therein the fragments of loadftone, which raifeth 
j- ume Brown's Vulg. Errours, b. 11. 

Amongft the Spartans, thievery was a practice moraHy^good 
and honeft. 

2. That which is ftolen. A 

Injurious time now, with a robber s haite; 

Crams his rich thiev'ry up he knows not how. Shakejp: 

Thi'evish. adj. [from thief.] 

1. Given to dealing ; pradtiling theft. 

What, would’ft thou have me go and beg my food t 
Or with a bafe and boift’rous fword enforce 
A tbievijh living on the common road. Shakefpeare. 

O thievi/h night. 

Why (hould’ft thou, but for fome felonious end. 

In thy dark lanthorn thus clofe up the ftars; 

That nature hung in heav’n, and fill d their lamps 
With cverlafting'oil, to give due light 
To the milled and lonely traveller ? Mi I tor. f 

The thievi/h God fufpefted him, and took 
The hind afide, and thus in whifpers {poke; 

Difcover not the theft. AclJijom 

2 . Secret; fly. 

Four and twenty times the plcJt s glais 
Hath told the thievi/k) minutes how they pafs. Shakefp. 
Thi'evishly. adv. [from thievif.] Like a thief. 

They lay not to live by their worke, 

But thievijhly loiter and lurke. Tuffet S Hujb. 

Thi'evishness. n.f. [from thievif).] Difpolition to fteal; 

habit of dealing. , 

Thigh, n.f. [SeoJ), Saxon; thieo, Iflandick; die, Dutch.] 
The thigh includes all between the buttocks and the knee. 
The nW^bone is the longeft of all the bones in the body : 
its fibres are clofe and hard : it has a cavity in its middle : it 
is a little convex and round on its forclide, but a little hol¬ 
low, with a long and fmall ridge on its backfide. ghiincy. 

He touched the hollow of his thigh, and it was out of 
joint. Gen. xxxii. 25* 

The flelh difiolved, and left the thigh bone bare. Wfeman. 
Thilk. pronoun, [file, Saxon.] T hat fame. Obfolete. 

I love thilk lafs : alas, why do I love ! 

She deigns not iny good will, but doth reprove. 

And of my rural mulick holdeth fcorn. SpcnfersPaJl. 
THILL, n. f. [tSille, Saxon, a piece of timber cut.] 1 he 
{hafts of a waggon; the arms of wood between which the 
laft horfe is placed. 

More eafily a waggon may be drawn in rough ways if the 
fore wheels were as high as the hinder wheels, and if the 
thills were fixed under the axis. Mortimer's Hufb. 

Thill-horse, in.f. [thill and horfe.] The laft horfe; the 
Thi'ller. ^ horfe that goes between the (hafts. 

Whofe bridle and laddie, whitlether and nal. 

With collars and harneifs for thiller and al. Tujfer. 

What a beard haft thou got ? thou haft got more hair on 
thy chin, than Dobbin my thill horfe has on his tail. Shak. 
Thi'mble. n.f. [This is fuppofed by Min/hew to be corrupted 
from thumb bell.] A metal cover by which women fecure their 
fingers from the needle when they few. 

Your ladies and pale vifag’d maids, 

Like Amazons, come tripping after drums; 

Their thimbles into armed gantlets change. 

Their needles to lances. Shakefp. King John. 

Examine Venus and the Moon, 

Who ftole a thimble or a fpoon! Hudibras , p. i. 

Veins that run perpendicular to the horizon, have valves 
flicking to their iides like fo many thimbles ; which; when 
the blood prefies back, ftop its paft’age, but are comprefied 
by the forward motion of the blood. Cheyne. 

Thyme, 
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